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Despite substantial investments spanning decades to replenish aquifers and restore impaired waterways, the challenges of addressing water scarcity and water quality persist. It is also increasingly evident that global sustainability goals, encompassing soil health, biodiversity and climate resilience, as well as food supply, are intricately tied to water. Nevertheless, innovative water management practices, such as nature-based solutions, precision irrigation and conservation drainage, remain underutilized—implemented on less than 10 percent of croplands—and still need development. Attaining sustainability goals under changing climate conditions requires a fresh scientific approach to identifying and reducing the risks associated with these alternative yet pivotal management strategies. There is a critical need to develop a system-based framework that overcomes the fractured nature of existing research and weaves together local expertise to develop global principles that will broaden implementation of smart water management practices. The proposed workshop aims to foster success by aligning our efforts accordingly.  

Intended Outcomes: 

· Connect with diverse thought leaders committed to agroecosystem sustainability.

· Understand the opportunities for sustainable water management to address the interlinked challenges of crop, soil and environmental/watershed health under changing climate conditions.

· Foster partnerships to advance sustainability through holistic water management.

· Contribute to creating impacts at scale together.





Day 1: Developing Joint SWM Research Priorities & Investment Strategies

9:00 a.m.: Coffee & Breakfast Hour (Edward Jones Foyer)

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.: Welcome & Meeting Overview (Langenberg Theater) 
Plenary: Hannah Birgé, The Nature Conservancy – Water Resilient Supply Chains 
Welcome Panel: Susan Metzger, Kansas State University; Elliott Kellner, Donald Danforth Plant Science Center; Jerry Hatfield, USDA-ARS; and Keenan McRoberts, United Soy Board.
Draft Framework for Aligning Investment in Sustainable Water Management 

11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.: Breakout Session – Exploring Alignment in Our Missions, Goals & Objectives (McDonnell Atrium & Langenberg Theater)

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.: Lunch (McDonnell Atrium)

1:30 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.: Lightning Round I: Envisioning New Approaches to Advancing Agricultural Resource Management (Langenberg Theater)
[bookmark: _Hlk161590271]Community leaders and social scientists share insights to spark innovative partnerships. 
Panelists: Dwane Roth, Front Porch Farms, LLC/FFAR; Melissa Kenney, University of Minnesota; Amy Jacobs, The Nature Conservancy; Nicole Brooks, University of Maryland; and Mark Masters, Albany State University. Includes Panel Q&A and Group Discussion 

2:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.: Break (Edward Jones Foyer)

3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.: Lightening Round II: Promoting a System-Based Approach to Advancing Agricultural Management (Langenberg Theater)
Biophysical researchers share technical ideas to revolutionize agricultural management.
Panelists: Moshi Berenstein, European Irrigation Association/Netafim; Bruno Basso, Michigan State University; Jim Butler, Kansas Geological Survey; Thomas Harter, University of California, Davis; Alex Held, CSIRO; Dan Rooney, LandScan; Forrest Melton, NASA; and Reed Maxwell, Princeton University. Includes Panel Q&A

4:30 p.m. – 5:45 p.m.: Partner Reflections (Langenberg Theater)
Panelists: Dean Lemke, Lemke Farms, LLC; Rebecca Bartels, Trust in Foods; William Salas, Regrow Ag; Jessica Christiansen, Bayer; John Farner, Babbitt Center for Land & Water Policy; and Chad Klotzbach, Alleghany Farm Services. Includes Group Discussion 

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.: Reception (McDonnell Atrium)


Day 2: Test Driving the SWM Framework for Investment Development

7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.: Breakfast (Edward Jones Foyer)

8:30 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.: Day 1 Review and Reflections – (Langenberg Theater) 
Leah Palm-Forster, University of Delaware; Angela Records FFAR; and Catherine Maxwell, FFAR.

9:15 a.m. – 10:00 am.: Keynote I: Strengthening Alignment in our Missions, Goals & Objectives - Natasha Rankin, Irrigation Association 

10:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.: Break (Edward Jones Foyer)

10:30 a.m. – 11:15 p.m.: 	Keynote II: Partner Strategies for Sustainable Conservation & Management - Ken Williams, Renewable Resources Associates 

11:15 a.m. – 12:20 p.m.: Moving to Action Through Partnership Development
[bookmark: _Hlk161669426]Panelists: Kathy Boomer, FFAR; Daran Rudnick, Kansas State University; and Brock Woodson, University of Georgia. Includes Panel Q&A and Group Discussion 

12:20 p.m.:  Meeting Wrap-Up and Adjournment 

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.: Box Lunch (McDonnell Atrium)
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Bold science for big challenges
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