
 

Scientific Writer 
Microbial Safety & Quality of Fermented Foods Convening 

Overview  
The Foundation for Food & Agriculture Research (FFAR) is hosting the Microbial Safety & 

Quality of Fermented Foods convening at the University of Wisconsin-Madison on July 29th - 

30th, 2026.  

 

We are seeking a scientific writer to synthesize the convening proceedings and outcomes 

including discussions and research priorities into a high-quality white paper suitable for 

dissemination to scientific, philanthropic, industry and policy audiences.  

 

Convening Goals & Topics 
The convening brings together a multidisciplinary group of experts from academia and 

industry to explore the scientific, technological and regulatory factors shaping the safety, 

quality and innovation of dairy and non-dairy fermented foods. The goals are to:  

• Identify challenges in producing safe, high-quality fermented foods;  

• Assess the current state of scientific knowledge and data gaps;  

• Define strategic research priorities to inform evidence-based interventions and guide 

the development of scalable, standardized protocols and practices suitable for both 

industrial and small-scale fermentation settings.  

 

Convening Topics  

• Evidence for human health benefits 

• Food safety, preservation and spoilage 

• Characterization, standards and shared data infrastructure 

• Sensory quality, shelf-life and consumer adoption 

• Commercialization and scale-up 
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Scope of Work   
The contracted scientific writer will develop a scientifically rigorous white paper that: 

• Synthesizes key findings and themes emerging from the convening 

• Highlights scientific consensus, debate and knowledge gaps 

• Identifies research priorities and opportunities for innovation 

• Communicates actionable insights for researchers, funders, industry leaders and 

policymakers 

• Serves as a strategic resource to inform future investments and collaborations in 

fermented foods research 

 

The scientific writer will work remotely, with the exception of attending the in-person 

convening and event set-up at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. The in-person 

convening is scheduled for July 29-30, 2026, with event set-up occurring on July 28, 2026. 

 

Included Responsibilities 
1. Review of Background Materials 

• Review pre-convening materials, including agenda, speaker biographies, 

background papers, briefing materials and relevant scientific literature. 

• Participate in 2-3 planning discussions with FFAR staff to understand the goals 

and desired outcomes of the white paper. 

2. Convening Participation 

• Attend the full in-person convening on July 29-30, 2026, at the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison, with event set-up occurring on July 28, 2026. 

• Observe plenary sessions, panels, keynote presentations and breakout 

discussions. 

• Take notes and compile notes during the convening in coordination and 

collaboration with other staff and the event facilitator.  

• Capture key themes, insights, recommendations and areas of consensus or 

disagreement. 

• Conduct brief follow-up interviews with selected speakers, participants or FFAR 

staff as needed. 
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3. White Paper Development 

Prepare a white paper that includes, at minimum: 

a. Executive summary 

b. Introduction and context 

c. Overview of fermented food sector challenges and opportunities 

d. Key scientific insights and themes 

e. Cross-cutting findings 

f. Research gaps and priority areas 

g. Opportunities for collaboration and investment 

h. Conclusions and future direction 

i. References and supporting citations 

 

In preparing the white paper, the writer will: 

a. Synthesize complex scientific information into clear and engaging language. 

b. Ensure factual accuracy and scientific rigor. 

c. Integrate quantitative and qualitative insights from convening discussions. 

d. Identify and accurately discuss supporting literature 

e. Develop graphics concepts, figures, tables or call-out boxes where 

appropriate in collaboration with FFAR staff. 

f. Incorporate feedback from FFAR and selected subject matter experts  

 

4. Revision & Finalization 

• Participate in review meetings with FFAR. 

• Revise drafts based on stakeholder feedback. 

• Deliver a publication-ready white paper. 

 

Deliverables & Timeline 
• Kick-off meeting: within two weeks of award 

• Attend the convening: July 29-30, 2026 

• Annotated white paper outline: August 21, 2026 

• First draft: September 25, 2026 

• Revised draft: 2-3 weeks after receiving comments from FFAR 

• Final publication-ready white paper: November 20, 2026 



 

4 

 

Proposals 

Submission Requirements 
1. A cover letter that describes and includes: 

a. Your qualifications and experience with similar efforts  

b. How your experience contributes to the goals of this convening and the 

scientific writer’s role/scope of work? 

c. How you propose to accomplish the above scope of work and deliverables 

within the allocated time? 

d. Proposed amount of payment from FFAR for the contracted work outlined. 

Please note that FFAR will cover travel and lodging in Madison, WI, so that 

does not need to be included in the proposed payment. 

2. Resume or curriculum vitae 

3. Two to three writing samples demonstrating scientific synthesis and science 

communication expertise  

4. Two references who can speak to your work (include names, emails and phone 

numbers) 

 

Required Qualifications 

• Advanced degree in food science, nutrition science or related field or equivalent 

professional experience 

• Demonstrated experience in writing scientific reports, consensus documents, white 

papers or proceedings reports 

• Ability to synthesize diverse viewpoints and technical information for multiple 

audiences 

• Strong writing skills 

• Familiarity with fermented foods sector 

 

Evaluation Criteria  
Proposals will be evaluated and ranked in accordance based on the following criteria: 

• Completeness and quality of response 
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• Relevant subject-matter expertise 

• Quality of prior scientific writing 

• Experience synthesizing multidisciplinary scientific discussions 

• Proposed approach and methodology 

• Ability to meet timeline requirements 

• Cost and overall value 

 

Submission Due Date 

Proposals are due July 8, 2026, and will be reviewed on a rolling basis. The position is open 

until filled. Proposals should be submitted as a PDF. Direct proposals and inquiries to 

cgewa@foundationfar.org with the subject line: Fermented Foods Scientific Writer. 

mailto:cgewa@foundationfar.org

